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Desfasurarea concursului / Exam procedure:
1. Test scris pe baza tematicii si a bibliografiei propuse pentru concurs
Written exam based on the proposed topics and references

2. Interviu in cadrul caruia se analizeaza preocuparile stiintifice si realizarile anterioare ale candidatului,
dupa cum rezulta din documentele depuse la inscrierea la concursul de admitere, aptitudinile personale
de cercetare, tema propusa pentru teza de doctorat.

Interview discussing the previous scientific interest and achievements of the applicant, as
reflected by the submitted documents, personal skills of the applicant, and the topics proposed for the
doctoral studies.

Nota: Cunoasterea limbii romane si vorbirea fluentd a limbii engleze sunt obligatorii. O parte a
interviului se va desfasura in limba engleza.

Note: Romanian language and fluent English are mandatory. Part of the interview will be in English.
Tematica / Topic:

(RO) Fundamente conceptuale ale conexiunilor om-naturi si ale stiintei participative pentru
contributiile naturii la oameni si conservarea biodiversititii in vederea unui angajament mai
puternic al cetatenilor

(EN) Conceptual foundations of human-nature connections and citizen science for Nature’s
Contributions to People and biodiversity conservation for a stronger citizen engagement

Descriere: Tema urmadreste fundamentarea conceptuald a relatiei om-naturd si a rolului stiintei
participative in producerea de cunoastere relevantd pentru conservarea biodiversitatii. Pornind de la
cadrul conceptual IPBES (Diaz et al. 2015) care leaga natura, contributiile naturii la oameni (NCP) si
calitatea vietii prin institutii si valori, tema trateazd conceptele de conexiune om-naturd ca tesut
relational Intre oameni si natura, valori relationale si stewardship ca masuri ale actiunii de conservare.
Accentul cade pe felul in care stiinta participativa, transdisciplinaritatea si co-generarea de cunoastere
pot mobiliza aceste valori pentru angajament comunitar, stewardship de mediu si formularea de politici
relevante pentru tintele de biodiversitate si obiective de dezvoltare durabila. Tema valorifica experienta
existentd in sisteme social-ecologice din Romania (ex. peisajele culturale transilvinene), oferind un
cadru pentru evaluarea incluziunii, participarii si pluralismului de valori in conservarea biodiversitatii.
Sunt aduse impreund co-generarea cunoasterii §i colaborarea dintre cercetitori, practicieni si
comunititile locale. Intrebarea de cercetare vizeazi ce anume ii face pe oameni nu doar si se inscrie, ci
sd ramana implicati. Se vor analiza astfel motivatiile personale si sprijinul oferit participantilor (Richter
et al. 2021), evolutia implicarii in diferite etape ale unui proiect (Lifian et al. 2022), conditiile socio-
economice care sunt decisive pentru colectarea de date (Vasarhelyi et al. 2026), precum si valoarea
addugatd de colaborarea dintre specialistii in stiinte sociale si cei care gestioneaza proiectele pe teren.



Description: This research theme aims to establish the conceptual foundations of the human—nature
relationship and the role of citizen science in generating knowledge that is relevant for biodiversity
conservation. Building on the IPBES conceptual framework (Diaz et al., 2015), which links nature,
Nature's Contributions to People (NCP), and quality of life through institutions and values, the theme
explores the concepts of human—nature connectedness as the relational fabric between people and
nature, relational values, and stewardship as key dimensions of conservation action. Particular emphasis
is placed on how citizen science, transdisciplinarity, and knowledge co-production can mobilize these
values to foster community engagement, environmental stewardship, and the development of policies
that support biodiversity targets and the Sustainable Development Goals. The theme builds on existing
experience from Romanian social-ecological systems (e.g., the Transylvanian cultural landscapes),
providing a framework for assessing inclusion, participation, and value pluralism in biodiversity
conservation. The research brings together knowledge co-production and collaboration among
researchers, practitioners, and communities. The central research question examines what motivates
people not only to join citizen science initiatives but also to remain actively engaged over time. To
address this, the study will investigate participants' motivations and the support mechanisms provided
to them (Richter et al., 2021), the evolution of engagement throughout different stages of a project
(Linan et al., 2022), the socio-economic conditions that are critical for sustained data collection
(Vasarhelyi et al., 2026), and the added value generated through collaboration between social scientists
and field project managers.
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